














1. These composting operations may operate
without a license or approval from DNR:

&2 household;

€2 50 cubic yards or less of yard waste,
manure and vegetable food materials;
and

€2 on-site farm composting of certain
agricultural wastes (crop residue,
manure and animal carcasses utilized
for agricultural purposes).

Note: Manure from large scale agricultural animal

operations is subject to DNR Watershed Program rules.

2. These composting operations are subject to
“permit by rule”. Requirements are limited to the
initial site inspection request and a license:

€2 up to 500 cubic yards that may include
yard waste, manure and vegetable food
materials; and

&2 up to 20,000 cubic yards of yard
materials.

3. Larger more complex composting operations
require submittal of a plan of operation that
describes the proposed facility, written approval
of that plan and submittal of proof of financial
responsibility for closure of the facility:

€2 greater than 500 cubic yards that
includes food materials, or greater than
20,000 cubic yards of yard materials;
and

€2 meat waste composting by other
than a single family or household.
Note: A meat waste composting
operation is regulated under s. NR
502.08, Wis. Adm. Code, as a “solid
waste processing facility”.

DNR provides technical assistance for
composting operations of all sizes and may
conduct inspections and pursue enforcement,
particularly in response to complaints.

For more information, contact your local
DNR waste management specialist
www.dnr.wi.gov/org/aw/wm/contacts/
regions.htm and refer to the DNR publication
# 182-05.
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Open Burning and Trash Incineration
Under state law, individual homeowners
may legally burn small quantities of their
own dry leaves, plant clippings, brush and
clean untreated, unpainted wood. Local
ordinances may be more stringent and may
prohibit burning certain materials (like leaves
and other yard wastes) or may prohibit open
burning entirely. Open burning of any waste
material is discouraged because it results in
air pollution, can cause health problems and
is a fire hazard. Before burning it is advisable
to contact the local fire authority to find out if
a local or state burning permit is needed or if
emergency burning restrictions are in effect.

Generally, businesses, industries and
municipalities need DNR approval and a
license to burn any waste materials, including
clean wood waste or brush. State law prohibits
anyone (including homeowners and
businesses) from open burning of banned
recyclable materials (as listed on pages 1 and
2), garbage, wet materials, combustible
rubbish, oily substances, asphalt materials,
plastic of any kind and rubber products. For
more information on open burning, visit
www.dnr.wi.gov/environmentprotect/ob/.



Littering

It is illegal under s. 287.81,
Wis. Stats. to deposit or
discharge any solid waste on
or along any highway, in any
waters of the state or on any
other public or private
property unless it is done in
conformance with other state
laws. It is also illegal to
abandon any automobile, boat, other vehicle
or aircraft in the waters of the state.

Additional Resources

National Recycling Coalition
www.nrc-recycle.org

United States Environmental Protection Agency-
Municipal Solid Waste and Recycling
www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/muncpl/
recycle.htm

The Department of Natural Resources-
Waste & Materials Management
www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/aw/wm/recycle

Recycling Markets Directory and Prices
www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/aw/wm/markets/

Wisconsin Be SMART Coalition
www.besmart.org

Associated Recyclers of Wisconsin
www.arow-online.org

\XasteCap Wisconsin
www.wastecapwi.org

This document is intended solely as guidance and does

not contain any mandatory requirements except where
requirements found in statute or administrative rule are
referenced. This guidance does not establish or affect legal
rights or obligations and is not finally determinative of any of
the issues addressed. This guidance does not create any rights
enforceable by any party in litigation with the State of
Wisconsin or the Department of Natural Resources. Any
regulatory decisions made by the Department of Natural
Resources in any malter addressed by this guidance will be
made by applying the governing statutes and administrative
rules to the relevant facts. .

LP/06

For more information on DNR
recycling outreach materials,
please contact:

Recycling Educator
Bureau of Education and Information
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources
101 South Webster Street
P.O. Box 7921
608-267-2463
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